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Preface

International arbitration remains one of the most challenging and exciting areas in
international commercial law, in particular due to its cross-border dimensions. It is
crucial for practitioners to understand not just the arbitration law of their home
countries, but also that of other countries that have a link to a particular dispute.
Questions that they may have to address may involve, for example, the law at the seat of
the arbitral tribunal as well as the law of countries where recognition and enforcement
is likely to occur. This guide aims at removing practical, linguistic and cultural barriers
by providing access to various sources of arbitration law, covering the UNCITRAL
Model Law on International Arbitration, the New York Convention, Investment Treaty
Arbitration, as well as country reports on international commercial arbitration law in
jurisdictions representing more than 60% of the global economy.
The second edition of this guide addresses recent changes and developments in the

area of international arbitration, including hundreds of new decisions, legislative re-
form, and topical problems such as challenges to arbitrators for lack of impartiality and
independence, review of arbitral awards, third party funding, the ECtHR decision in
Tabbanne on fair trial requirements in arbitral proceedings, and the ECJ ruling in
Achmea on the compatibility of investment treaty arbitration with EU law. The new
edition states the law as of 1 May 2020.
This guide owes everything to the support from leading experts from various

jurisdictions, and I wish to take this opportunity to express my deep gratitude to the
authors who contributed to this guide and without whose efforts it would not have been
possible to complete this project. I am greatly indebted to Professor Dr Florian Bien,
Würzburg, Nadia Darwazeh, Paris, Dr Michele Potestà, Geneva, James Menz, Zurich,
Dr Stephan Wilske, Stuttgart, Dr Wolfgang Winter, Munich, and Viktor von Essen,
Bonn, for their generous advice and valuable comments. I also wish to thank Thomas
Klich of C.H.Beck for his unfailing support with this new edition. Comments and
suggestions from readers are welcome and can be sent to stephan.balthasar@cantab.net.
Le plus grand merci va à Cécile, et à nos enfants, Emilie et Matthias.

Munich, 1 October 2020
Stephan Balthasar
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