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Preface

Data are often referred to as the “oil of the 21 century” and Big Data applications are
seen as a new “oil platform” to extract this lucrative resource. However, like oil
platforms, Big Data applications only yield their treasure to those who have not only
the right infrastructure and technical expertise but also an understanding of the legal
ramifications.

This book has been written to expose and close a gap in German and European legal
commentaries when it comes to Big Data. It examines not only data protection and its
legal ramifications but also the Big Data environment as affected by laws including the
German Civil Code (BGB), intellectual property law and data protection law. Its
German language version was published in December 2018 by the Munich-based
publishing house C.H.Beck Verlag.

The book deals with personal and non-personal data (factual data or anonymous
data), two types of data which are often combined for Big Data analyses. They often
come from the different right holders, are subject to different national laws, trigger
different legal requirements and/or are used for different analytical purposes.

In this guide, we offer practical and descriptive solutions for setting up a Big Data
project by addressing interdependencies — among data types, right holders, applicable
law, lawful ground/legal requirements, purposes — and relevant areas of legal practice. It
combines these variable aspects for companies in various Big Data scenarios and offers
legally reliable and controllable solutions.

With numerous guidelines and graphics, this book is a practical legal guide to
gathering, storing and analyzing personal and other types of data in Big Data applica-
tions. It provides comprehensive, practice-oriented assistance and reliability for plan-
ning in everyday business in a Big Data environment. It is aimed in particular at
lawyers, computer scientists, business economists, managing directors, managers, ana-
lysts, consultants, auditors, and internal and external data protection officers.

Stuttgart/Frankfurt am Main Dr. iur. Maria Cristina Caldarola, LL.M., MBA
November 2019 Prof. Dr. iur. Joachim Schrey
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