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Annex 1
Changes to CIETAC Arbitration Rules 2015 (English)*

China International Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission
(CIETAC) Arbitration Rules

CIETAC 2015 CIETAC 2024

Revised and Adopted by the China Council
for the Promotion of International Trade/
China Chamber of International Commerce
on November 4, 2014. Effective as of January
1, 2015.

Discussed and Adopted by the Conference of
Chairmen of CIETAC on August 22, 2023 and
approved by the China Council for the Promo-
tion of International Trade on September 2,
2023. Effective as of January 1, 2024.

Chapter I
General Provisions

Article 2
Structure and Duties

(6) The parties may agree to submit their
disputes to CIETAC or a sub-commission/arbi-
tration center of CIETAC for arbitration.
Where the parties have agreed to arbitration
by CIETAC, the Arbitration Court shall accept
the arbitration application and administer the
case. Where the parties have agreed to arbitra-
tion by a sub-commission/arbitration center,
the arbitration court of the sub-commission/
arbitration center agreed upon by the parties
shall accept the arbitration application and
administer the case. Where the sub-commis-
sion/arbitration center agreed upon by the par-
ties does not exist or its authorization has been
terminated, or where the agreement is ambig-
uous, the Arbitration Court shall accept the
arbitration application and administer the
case. In the event of any dispute, a decision
shall be made by CIETAC.

(6) The parties may agree to submit their
disputes to CIETAC or a sub-commission/arbi-
tration center of CIETAC for arbitration.
Where the parties have agreed to arbitration
by CIETAC, the Arbitration Court shall accept
the arbitration application and administer the
case. Where the parties have agreed to arbitra-
tion by a CIETAC sub-commission/arbitration
center, or have agreed to arbitrate or conduct
the oral hearing in the province, autonomous
region, or centrally-administered municipal-
ity where a CIETAC sub-commission/arbitra-
tion center is located, the arbitration court of
that sub-commission/arbitration center shall
accept the arbitration application and adminis-
ter the case unless otherwise agreed by the
parties. The Arbitration Court may authorize
and designate a sub-commission/arbitration
center to administer relevant cases having
regard to the circumstances of such cases.
Where the sub-commission/arbitration cen-

ter agreed upon by the parties does not exist or
its authorization has been terminated, or where
the agreement is ambiguous, the Arbitration
Court shall accept the arbitration application
and administer the case. In the event of any
dispute, a decision shall be made by CIETAC.

* The following table only features the provisions changed via the CIETAC 2024.
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(7) Upon the agreement or request of the
parties, CIETAC may provide administration
and supporting services for ad hoc arbitration,
including but not limited to offering guidance
and consultation on the application of the arbi-
tration rules, appointing arbitrators and decid-
ing on the challenge of arbitrators, providing
oral hearing services, scrutinizing draft awards,
managing arbitrators’ remuneration, etc., unless
such agreement is inoperative or in conflict
with a mandatory provision of the law applic-
able to the arbitral proceedings.

Article 6
Objection to Arbitration Agreement and/or Jurisdiction

(1) CIETAC has the power to determine the
existence and validity of an arbitration agree-
ment and its jurisdiction over an arbitration
case. CIETAC may, where necessary, delegate
such power to the arbitral tribunal.

(1) CIETAC has the power to determine the
existence and validity of an arbitration agree-
ment and its jurisdiction over an arbitration
case. Such power is delegated to the arbitral
tribunal once it is formed.

(2) Where CIETAC is satisfied by prima
facie evidence that a valid arbitration agree-
ment exists, it may make a decision based on
such evidence that it has jurisdiction over the
arbitration case, and the arbitration shall pro-
ceed. Such a decision shall not prevent CIE-
TAC from making a new decision on jurisdic-
tion based on facts and/or evidence found by
the arbitral tribunal during the arbitral pro-
ceedings that are inconsistent with the prima
facie evidence.

(2) Where CIETAC is satisfied by prima facie
evidence that a valid arbitration agreement ex-
ists and decides that it has jurisdiction over the
arbitration case, the arbitration shall proceed.
Such a decision shall not prevent the arbitral
tribunal from making a new decision on juris-
diction based on facts and/or evidence it found
during the arbitral proceedings that are incon-
sistent with the prima facie evidence.

(3) Where CIETAC has delegated the power
to determine jurisdiction to the arbitral tribu-
nal, the arbitral tribunal may either make a
separate decision on jurisdiction during the
arbitral proceedings or incorporate the decision
in the final arbitral award.

(3) When deciding on jurisdiction, the arbi-
tral tribunal may either make a separate deci-
sion on jurisdiction during the arbitral proceed-
ings or incorporate the decision in the final
arbitral award.

(4) Any objection to an arbitration agree-
ment and/or the jurisdiction over an arbitration
case shall be raised in writing before the first
oral hearing held by the arbitral tribunal.
Where a case is to be decided on the basis of
documents only, such an objection shall be
raised before the submission of the first sub-
stantive defense.

(4) Any objection to an arbitration agree-
ment and/or the jurisdiction over an arbitration
case shall be raised in writing before the first
oral hearing held by the arbitral tribunal.
Where a case is to be decided on the basis of
documents only, such an objection shall be
raised before the submission of the first sub-
stantive defense. Where the law applicable to
the arbitral proceedings provides otherwise,
such provision shall prevail.

(5) (5)
(6) (6)
(7) CIETAC or its authorized arbitral tribu-

nal shall decide to dismiss the case upon find-
ing that CIETAC has no jurisdiction over an
arbitration case. Where a case is to be dis-
missed before the formation of the arbitral
tribunal, the decision shall be made by the
President of the Arbitration Court. Where the

(7) CIETAC or the arbitral tribunal shall
decide to dismiss the case upon finding of lack
of jurisdiction. Where a case is to be dismissed
before the formation of the arbitral tribunal, the
decision shall be made by the President of the
Arbitration Court. Where the case is to be
dismissed after the formation of the arbitral
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case is to be dismissed after the formation of
the arbitral tribunal, the decision shall be made
by the arbitral tribunal.

tribunal, the decision shall be made by the
arbitral tribunal.

Article 8
Service of Documents and Periods of Time

(1) All documents, notices and written ma-
terials in relation to the arbitration may be
delivered in person or sent by registered mail
or express mail, fax, or by any other means
considered proper by the Arbitration Court or
the arbitral tribunal.

(1) All documents, notices and materials in
relation to the arbitration (“arbitration docu-
ments”) may be delivered in person or by
registered or express mail, by fax, by electronic
means or any other means of communication
with a delivery record, or by any other means
considered proper by the Arbitration Court or
the arbitral tribunal. Electronic means of de-
livery includes service of arbitration docu-
ments by electronic means to the email ad-
dresses or other electronic addresses agreed/
designated by the parties, or via the digita-
lized information exchange system of CIE-
TAC or other information system easily ac-
cessible to all parties, etc.
(2) Arbitration documents may be served

by electronic means as a preferred way of
delivery.

(2) The arbitration documents referred to in
the preceding Paragraph 1 shall be sent to the
address provided by the party itself or by its
representative(s), or to an address agreed by the
parties. Where a party or its representative(s) has
not provided an address or the parties have not
agreed on an address, the arbitration documents
shall be sent to such party’s address as provided
by the other party or its representative(s).

(3) Arbitration documents shall be sent to the
address provided by a party itself or by its
representative(s), or to an address agreed by the
parties. Where a party or its representative(s) has
not provided an address or the parties have not
agreed on an address, the arbitration documents
shall be sent to such party’s address as provided
by the other party or its representative(s).

(3) Any arbitration correspondence to a
party or its representative(s) shall be deemed
to have been properly served on the party if
delivered to the addressee or sent to the ad-
dressee’s place of business, place of registration,
domicile, habitual residence or mailing address,
or where, after reasonable inquiries by the
other party, none of the aforesaid addresses
can be found, the arbitration correspondence
is sent by the Arbitration Court to the addres-
see’s last known place of business, place of
registration, domicile, habitual residence or
mailing address by registered or express mail,
or by any other means that can provide a
record of the attempt at delivery, including but
not limited to service by public notary, entrust-
ment or retention.

(4) Any arbitration documents sent to a
party or its representative(s) shall be deemed
to have been properly served on the party if
delivered to the addressee or sent to the ad-
dressee’s place of business, place of registration,
domicile, habitual residence or address of com-
munication, or where, after reasonable inquiries
by the other party, none of the aforesaid ad-
dresses can be found, the arbitration documents
are sent by the Arbitration Court to the addres-
see’s last known place of business, place of
registration, domicile, habitual residence or
mailing address by registered or express mail,
or by any other means that can provide a
record of the attempt at delivery, including but
not limited to service by public notary, entrust-
ment or retention.

(4) The periods of time specified in these
Rules shall begin on the day following the day
when the party receives or should have received
the arbitration correspondence, notices or writ-
ten materials sent by the Arbitration Court.

(5) The periods of time specified in these
Rules shall begin on the day following the day
when the party receives or should have received
the arbitration documents sent by the Arbitra-
tion Court.
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Article 10
Waiver of Right to Object

A party shall be deemed to have waived its
right to object where it knows or should have
known that any provision of, or requirement
under, these Rules has not been complied with
and yet participates in or proceeds with the
arbitral proceedings without promptly and ex-
plicitly submitting its objection in writing to
such non-compliance.

A party shall be deemed to have waived its
right to object where it knows or should have
known that any provision of, or requirement
under, these Rules has not been complied with
and does not promptly and explicitly submit its
objection in writing to such non-compliance,
yet participates in or proceeds with the arbitral
proceedings or fails to participate in the hear-
ing without a justifiable reason after being
duly notified.

Chapter II
Arbitral Proceedings

Section 1
Request for Arbitration, Defense and Counterclaim

Article 11
Commencement of Arbitration

The arbitral proceedings shall commence on
the day on which the Arbitration Court re-
ceives a Request for Arbitration.

The arbitral proceedings shall commence on
the day on which the Arbitration Court receives
a Request for Arbitration. Where the Claimant
submits a Request for Arbitration in writing
and/or via CIETAC’s online case filing sys-
tem, the arbitral proceedings shall commence
on the day when such Request is first re-
ceived.

Article 12
Application for Arbitration

A party applying for arbitration under these
Rules shall:

(1) A party applying for arbitration under
these Rules shall:

(1) Submit a Request for Arbitration in writ-
ing signed and/or sealed by the Claimant or its
authorized representative(s), which shall, inter
alia, include:

1. Submit a Request for Arbitration in writ-
ing signed and/or sealed by the Claimant or its
authorized representative(s), which shall, inter
alia, include:

1. the names and addresses of the Claimant
and the Respondent, including the zip code,
telephone, fax, email, or any other means of
electronic telecommunications;

a. the names and addresses of the Claimant
and the Respondent, including the zip code,
telephone, fax, email, or any other means of
electronic telecommunications;

2. a reference to the arbitration agreement
that is invoked;

b. a reference to the arbitration agreement
that is invoked;

3. a statement of the facts of the case and the
main issues in dispute;

c. a statement of the facts of the case and the
main issues in dispute;

4. the claim of the Claimant; [and] d. the claim of the Claimant; [and]
5. the facts and grounds on which the claim

is based.
e. the facts and grounds on which the claim

is based.
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(2) Attach to the Request for Arbitration the
relevant documentary and other evidence on
which the Claimant’s claim is based.

2. Attach to the Request for Arbitration the
relevant documentary and other evidence on
which the Claimant’s claim is based.

(3) Pay the arbitration fee in advance to
CIETAC in accordance with its Arbitration
Fee Schedule.

3. Pay the arbitration fee in advance to
CIETAC in accordance with its Arbitration Fee
Schedule.
(2) Where it is agreed in the arbitration

agreement that negotiation or mediation shall
be conducted before arbitration, the Claimant
may apply for arbitration after conducting ne-
gotiation or mediation. However, failure to ne-
gotiate or mediate shall neither prevent the
Claimant from applying for arbitration nor
prevent the Arbitration Court from accepting
the case, unless the law applicable to the arbitral
proceedings or the arbitration agreement ex-
pressly provides otherwise.

Article 14
Multiple Contracts

Article 14
Multiple Contracts and Adding

Contract(s) in Arbitration

The Claimant may initiate a single arbitra-
tion concerning disputes arising out of or in
connection with multiple contracts, provided
that:

(1) The Claimant may initiate a single arbi-
tration concerning disputes arising out of or in
connection with multiple contracts, provided
that:

1. such contracts consist of a principal con-
tract and its ancillary contract(s), or such con-
tracts involve the same parties as well as legal
relationships of the same nature;

1. such contracts consist of a principal con-
tract and its ancillary contract(s), or such con-
tracts involve the same parties as well as legal
relationships of the same nature, or such con-
tracts involve related subject matters;

2. the disputes arise out of the same transac-
tion or the same series of transactions; [and]

2. the disputes in such contracts arise out of
the same transaction or the same series of
transactions; [and]

3. the arbitration agreements in such con-
tracts are identical or compatible.

3. the arbitration agreements in such con-
tracts are identical or compatible.
(2) If all of the circumstances set forth in the

preceding Paragraph 1 Nr.1, 2, 3 are met, the
Claimant may apply to add contract(s) during
the arbitral proceedings. However, such appli-
cation may be denied if it is too late and may
delay the arbitral proceedings.
(3) The procedural matters in the preceding

Paragraph 1 and 2 shall be decided by the
Arbitration Court. Where the application for
adding contract(s) is made after the formation
of the arbitral tribunal, such decision shall be
made by the arbitral tribunal.

Article 18
Joinder of Additional Parties

(3) Where any party objects to the arbitra-
tion agreement and/or jurisdiction over the
arbitration with respect to the joinder proceed-

(3) Where any party objects to the arbitra-
tion agreement and/or jurisdiction over the
arbitration with respect to the joinder proceed-
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ings, CIETAC has the power to decide on its
jurisdiction based on the arbitration agreement
and relevant evidence.

ings, the decision on jurisdiction shall be
made in accordance with Article 6 of these
Rules.

Article 19
Consolidation of Arbitrations

(1) At the request of a party, CIETAC may
consolidate two or more arbitrations pending
under these Rules into a single arbitration if:

(1) At the request of a party, CIETAC may
consolidate two or more arbitrations pending
under these Rules into a single arbitration if:

1. all of the claims in the arbitrations are
made under the same arbitration agreement;

1. all of the claims in the arbitrations are
made under the same arbitration agreement;

2. the claims in the arbitrations are made
under multiple arbitration agreements that are
identical or compatible and the arbitrations
involve the same parties as well as legal rela-
tionships of the same nature;

2. the claims in the arbitrations are made
under the arbitration agreements in multiple
contracts that consist of a principle contract
and its ancillary contract(s), or involve the
same parties as well as legal relationships of
the same nature, or involve related subject
matters, and the arbitration agreements in
such contracts are identical or compatible; [or]

3. the claims in the arbitrations are made
under multiple arbitration agreements that are
identical or compatible and the multiple con-
tracts involved consist of a principle contract
and its ancillary contract(s); [or]
4. all the parties to the arbitrations have

agreed to consolidation.
3. all the parties to the arbitrations have

agreed to the consolidation.

Article 21
Copies of Arbitration Documents

Article 21
Means of Submission and Copies

of Arbitration Documents

When submitting the Request for Arbitra-
tion, the Statement of Defense, the Statement of
Counterclaim, evidence, and other arbitration
documents, the parties shall make their sub-
missions in quintuplicate. Where there are
multiple parties, additional copies shall be pro-
vided accordingly. Where the party applies for
preservation of property or protection of evi-
dence, it shall also provide additional copies
accordingly. Where the arbitral tribunal is com-
posed of a sole arbitrator, the number of copies
submitted may be reduced by two.

(1) When submitting the Request for Arbi-
tration, the Statement of Defense, the Statement
of Counterclaim, evidence, and other arbitra-
tion documents, the parties may use electronic
communication as a preferred means.

(2) Where parties submit arbitration docu-
ments by electronic means, identical hard co-
pies may be required if the Arbitration Court or
the arbitral tribunal deems it necessary. Where
the electronic version is not identical with the
hard copies, the electronic version shall prevail;
unless otherwise agreed by the parties.
(3) Where parties make their submissions

in hard copies, such submissions shall be in
quintuplicate. Where there are multiple parties,
additional copies shall be provided accordingly.
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Where the party applies for conservatory mea-
sures, additional copies shall be provided ac-
cordingly. Where the arbitral tribunal is com-
posed of a sole arbitrator, the number of copies
submitted may be reduced by two.

Article 22
Representation

A party may be represented by its authorized
Chinese and/or foreign representative(s) in
handling matters relating to the arbitration. In
such a case, a Power of Attorney shall be
forwarded to the Arbitration Court by the party
or its authorized representative(s).

(1) A party may be represented by its author-
ized Chinese and/or foreign representative(s) in
handling matters relating to the arbitration. In
such a case, a Power of Attorney shall be sub-
mitted to the Arbitration Court by the party or
its authorized representative(s), and the Arbi-
tration Court shall forward such Power of
Attorney to the other parties and the arbitral
tribunal.
(2) If a party changes or adds representative

(s) after the arbitral tribunal is formed, the
President of the Arbitration Court may take
necessary measures to prevent the occurrence
of conflicts of interest on the arbitrator(s) as a
result of the change including exclusion of the
new representative(s) from participating in the
arbitral proceedings, having regard to factors
such as the parties’ opinions made within a
reasonable time on the challenge of arbitrator
(s) and the progress of the arbitral tribunal’s
hearing of the case.

Article 23
Conservatory and Interim

Measures

Article 23
Conservatory Measures and

Interim Measures

(1) Where a party applies for conservatory
measures pursuant to the laws of the People’s
Republic of China, CIETAC shall forward the
party’s application to the competent court de-
signated by that party in accordance with the
law.

(1) Where a party applies for conservatory
measures, CIETAC shall forward the party’s
application to the competent court designated
by that party.
Upon the request of a party, CIETAC may

forward its application for conservatory mea-
sures to such court in advance of issuing the
Notice of Arbitration.

Section 2
Arbitrators and the Arbitral Tribunal

Article 24
Duties of Arbitrator

An arbitrator shall not represent either party,
and shall be and remain independent of the
parties and treat them equally.

(1) An arbitrator shall not represent either
party, and shall be and remain impartial and
independent of the parties and treat them equally.
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(2) Upon acceptance of appointment/nomi-
nation, the arbitrator shall perform his/her du-
ties in accordance with these Rules and carry
out the arbitral proceedings diligently and effi-
ciently.

Article 26
Nomination or Appointment of Arbitrator

(3) The arbitral tribunal shall be formed in
accordance with these Rules, unless otherwise
agreed by the parties.
(4) If the procedure of forming the arbitral

tribunal agreed by the parties is manifestly
unfair or unjust, or if a party abuses its rights
in a way that results in undue delay of the
arbitral proceedings, the Chairman of CIETAC
may determine the procedure of formation of
the arbitral tribunal or appoint any member of
the arbitral tribunal.

Article 27
Three-Arbitrator Tribunal

(3) The Claimant and the Respondent may
agree that the arbitrators they each nominate
shall jointly nominate the presiding arbitrator,
and the two arbitrators so nominated shall
jointly nominate, or entrust the Chairman of
CIETAC to appoint the presiding arbitrator
within seven (7) days from the date of their
acceptance of the nomination. Failing such
joint nomination or entrustment within the
above time limit, the presiding arbitrator shall
be appointed by the Chairman of CIETAC.

(3) The parties may each recommend one to
five arbitrators as candidates for the presiding
arbitrator and shall each submit a list of re-
commended candidates within the time period
specified in the preceding Paragraph 2. Where
there is only one common candidate on the
lists, such candidate shall be the presiding arbi-
trator jointly nominated by the parties. Where
there is more than one common candidate on
the lists, the Chairman of CIETAC shall choose
the presiding arbitrator from among the com-
mon candidates having regard to the circum-
stances of the case, and he/she shall act as the
presiding arbitrator jointly nominated by the
parties. Where there is no common candidate
on the lists, the presiding arbitrator shall be
appointed by the Chairman of CIETAC.

(4) The parties may each recommend one to
five arbitrators as candidates for the presiding
arbitrator and shall each submit a list of recom-
mended candidates within the time period spe-
cified in the preceding Paragraph 2. Where
there is only one common candidate on the
lists, such candidate shall be the presiding arbi-
trator jointly nominated by the parties. Where
there is more than one common candidate on
the lists, the Chairman of CIETAC shall choose
the presiding arbitrator from among the com-
mon candidates having regard to the circum-
stances of the case, and he/she shall act as the
presiding arbitrator jointly nominated by the
parties. Where there is no common candidate
on the lists, the presiding arbitrator shall be
appointed by the Chairman of CIETAC from
outside the lists.
(5) In accordance with the parties’ agreement

or upon the parties’ joint requests, the Chair-
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