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Statistical Appendix

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The economic and social statistics presented in this book draw princi-
pally on World Development Indicators for purposes of international
comparisons, and on authoritative national sources for India-specific
information — particularly the decennial censuses, the Central Statisti-
cal Organization, the Finance Ministry’s annual Economic Survey, the
Reserve Bank of India, the National Sample Survey, the National
Family Health Surveys, the Sample Registration System and the India
Human Development Survey. We have tried to stay clear of unreliable
or possibly unreliable sources.

For World Development Indicators (WDI), we have used online
figures (from data.worldbank.org), accessed on 1 January 2013 -
most of these figures are also available in the printed edition of these
indicators (World Bank, 2012). For purposes of international com-
parisons, we have excluded countries with a population of less than
2 million.

Sometimes there are minor discrepancies between WDI figures for
India and the corresponding figures from national sources (e.g.
because the latter are more up to date). For instance, India’s infant
mortality rate in 20171 is 47 per 1,000 live births according to WDI,
but more recent data from the Sample Registration System suggest
that it is actually 44 per 1,000.* When making international compari-
sons, we have used the WDI figures for India, without attempting to
‘update’ them based on national sources, since there are likely to be

* WDI figures are regularly updated as new data emerge; this and other discrepancies
may diminish or disappear in due course.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

similar lags in other countries. In any case, the discrepancies tend to
be quite small.

Some aspects of Indian statistics, particularly social statistics, are
a little out of date at the time of writing. The findings of the
2011 Census have been partially released, but many critical indicators
(e.g. age-specific literacy rates and female labour force participation)
are yet to be placed in the public domain. More importantly, the last
national survey with comprehensive health and nutrition data is the
third National Family Health Survey, conducted in 2005-6. Reliable
child nutrition data, in particular, are not available for more recent
years. We hope this gap will be partly remedied very soon, with the
release of the second India Human Development Survey as well as the
fourth National Family Health Survey. Meanwhile, we have used the
most recent figures available from authoritative sources.

This Appendix presents further statistical information on aspects of
Indian economic and social development. Table A.1 focuses on inter-
national comparisons of development indicators for selected Asian
countries. Table A.2 attempts to integrate some of these comparisons
with similar evidence of internal contrasts within India. Six Indian
states are included in that table: three (Himachal Pradesh, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu) with relatively favourable social indicators, and three
(Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh) from the comparatively
deprived ‘northern heartland’. Table A.3 presents a broad range of
indicators for India’s major states (those with a population of at least
5 million in 2011), and Table A.4 focuses on the smaller states of the
north-eastern region. Finally, Table A.§ provides some information on
trends over time at the all-India level. The sources used in Table A.3,
on which many other tables in this book also draw, are listed at the
end of this Appendix along with brief explanatory remarks.

Throughout Table A.3, except for 2004—5 data based on the India
Human Development Survey (IHDS), figures for ‘North-East’ are
indicative population-weighted averages of state-specific figures for
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Sikkim and Tripura. In cases of missing data for specific north-eastern
states (e.g. District Level Household Survey 2007-8 for Nagaland),
the average was taken over the north-eastern states for which data are
available. Also in Table A.3, all IHDS-based figures for ‘Maharashtra’
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

in 2004—5 apply to Maharashtra and Goa combined (see Desai et al.,
2010).

Finally, Table A.5 presents two series of estimates of real agricul-
tural wages: a series ending in 1999—2000, based on Agricultural
Wages in India (see Dréze and Sen, 2002), and a new series starting
from 1998-9, based on the Labour Bureau’s Wage Rates in Rural
India database, ably analysed by Yoshifumi Usami (2011, 2012). Both
series use the Consumer Price Index for Agricultural Labourers to
convert money wages into real wages. The figures in Table A.5 are
based on the category ‘unskilled labour’ (adult male) for both series.
In Tables 2.2 and 7.1 (Chapters 2 and 7 respectively), the post-2000
wage figures are also based on Usami’s series. There, the wage rates
for ‘agricultural labour’, ‘non-agricultural labour’ and ‘rural labour’
refer to unweighted averages of activity-specific wage rates for the
relevant activities (e.g. ploughing, sowing, transplanting and harvest-
ing, in the case of male agricultural labour). Since the trends in real
wage rates are much the same for different activities, the exact method
used to weigh different activities does not matter much for our pur-
poses. We also constructed our own series of activity-specific real
wage rates from the Labour Bureau’s database and obtained results
similar to those of Yoshifumi Usami.
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