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Constitutions in authoritarian regimes are often denigrated as meaningless exercises in
political theater. Yet the burgeoning literature on authoritarian regimes more broadly
has produced a wealth of insights into particular institutions such as legislatures, courts,
and elections; into regime practices such as co-optation and repression; and into non-
democratic sources of accountability. In this vein, this volume explores the form and
function of constitutions in countries without the fully articulated institutions of limited
government. The chapters utilize a wide range of methods and focus on a broad set
of cases representing many different types of authoritarian regimes. The book offers an
exploration into the constitutions of authoritarian regimes, generating broader insights
into the study of constitutions and their functions more generally.
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Comparative constitutional law is an intellectually vibrant field that encompasses an
increasingly broad array of approaches and methodologies. This series collects analyti-
cally innovative and empirically grounded work from scholars of comparative constitu-
tionalism across academic disciplines. Books in the series include theoretically informed
studies of single constitutional jurisdictions, comparative studies of constitutional law
and institutions, and edited collections of original essays that respond to challenging
theoretical and empirical questions in the field.
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