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 From the perspective of international law, any Government of a sovereign State, as a 
general rule if it deems necessary in its own interest, has the right to admit or not admit 
and to expel or not expel aliens who wish to enter or who reside in its territory, as well as 
to impose conditions on their entry or residence if it deems it necessary in the interest of 
its tranquility or domestic or international security, or of the health of its inhabitants. 

 Rolin-Jaquemyns, “The Right of Expulsion of Aliens,”  Annuaire 
de l’Institut de droit international , vol. X (1888–1889), 

Lausanne session, p. 235 

 What men, what monsters, what inhuman race, 
 What laws, what barbarous customs of the place, 
 Shut up a desert shore to drowning men, 
 And drive us to the cruel seas again? 

 Virgil,  Aenid I,  539–540, Dryden’s translation 1 (760–763), 
cited in Grotius,  The Freedom of the Seas  (1633)  
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