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This work reexamines the divisive wisdom Paul addresses in
1 Corinthians. Challenging the recent consensus that the Corinthians’
wisdom was rooted primarily in the Greco-Roman rhetorical tradition,
Timothy A. Brookins offers a revisionary thesis centered on a striking
pattern of discourse similarities between the perspective of the
Corinthian “wise” and the Stoic system of thought. Brookins argues
that several members of the church, after hearing Paul’s initial gospel
message, construed that message in terms of Stoic philosophy and
began promoting a kind of “Stoic-Christian” perspective that helped
precipitate divisions in the church. Being apprised of their views, Paul
then exploited the “Stoic” discourse of his opponents in order to sustain
common discursive ground. In addition to providing a fresh synthesis of
the data in 1 Corinthians, Brookins brings in cutting-edge research on
the ancient economy as he explores questions related to philosophical
education and social status within the church community.
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tobias hägerland

151. The Composition of the Gospel of Thomas
simon gathercole

152. Paul as an Administrator of God in 1 Corinthians
john k. goodrich

153. Affirming the Resurrection of the Incarnate Christ
matthew d. jensen

154. Riches, Poverty, and the Faithful
mark d. mathews

155. Paul and the Rhetoric of Reversal in 1 Corinthians
matthew r. malcolm

156. The Genre of Acts and Collected Biographies
sean a. adams

157. The Eschatology of 1 Peter
kelly d. liebengood

158. The Hermeneutics of Christological Psalmody in Paul
matthew scott

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04637-5 - Corinthian Wisdom, Stoic Philosophy, and the Ancient Economy
Tomothy A. Brookins
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107046375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Corinthian Wisdom, Stoic
Philosophy, and the Ancient
Economy

T IMOTHY A . B ROOK I N S

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04637-5 - Corinthian Wisdom, Stoic Philosophy, and the Ancient Economy
Tomothy A. Brookins
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107046375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10013–2473, USA

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107046375

© Timothy A. Brookins 2014

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2014

Printed in the United States of America

A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
LanBrookins, Timothy A.
Corinthian wisdom, stoic philosophy, and the ancient economy / Timothy A. Brookins.
pages cm. – (Society for New Testament studies ; Volume 159)

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-04637-5
1. Bible. Corinthians, 1st – Criticism, interpretation, etc. 2. Stoics. 3. Corinth
(Greece) – Economic conditions. I. Title.
BS2675.52.B76 2014
2270.2067–dc23 2013044946

ISBN 978-1-107-04637-5 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04637-5 - Corinthian Wisdom, Stoic Philosophy, and the Ancient Economy
Tomothy A. Brookins
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107046375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


To Mary Mac
who has shown me daily that love is more excellent than human wisdom

Amor omnia vincit

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04637-5 - Corinthian Wisdom, Stoic Philosophy, and the Ancient Economy
Tomothy A. Brookins
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107046375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04637-5 - Corinthian Wisdom, Stoic Philosophy, and the Ancient Economy
Tomothy A. Brookins
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107046375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CONTENTS

List of tables page xi
Acknowledgments xiii
List of abbreviations xv

1 Introduction 1

2 Rhetoric versus philosophy and 1 Corinthians 8
1 Corinthians 1–4 in recent scholarship 13
Assessment of recent scholarship 17
Conclusion 58

3 Method 62
Studies in epistolary reconstruction 64
Synthesis 78
Reconstructing 1 Corinthians 81
Conclusion 103

4 The Corinthian social world 104
Socioeconomic considerations 104
Religio-cultural considerations 124
An educated “elite”? 132
Church relations 147
Conclusions 151

5 The “wise man” among the Corinthians 153
Stoicism 154
1 Corinthians and Stoicism 157
Conclusion 198

6 Loose ends 201
The question of Apollos 201
The role of Paul 204

ix

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04637-5 - Corinthian Wisdom, Stoic Philosophy, and the Ancient Economy
Tomothy A. Brookins
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107046375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


The divisions and 2 Corinthians 209
Alternative theses 211
Conclusion 220

7 Conclusion 225

Bibliography 231
Index of passages 249
Index of modern authors 261

x Contents

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04637-5 - Corinthian Wisdom, Stoic Philosophy, and the Ancient Economy
Tomothy A. Brookins
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107046375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


TABLES

1. Occurrences of the σοφ-/sapient– root in contemporary
literature page 36

2. Occurrences of σοφός/sapiens as a substantive in
contemporary literature 37

3. Reference and reliability according to Sumney 71
4. Corinthian slogans according to commentators up to 1965 92
5. Corinthian slogans according to commentators from 1965 to

the present 92
6. Friesen’s (2004) poverty scale 120
7. Elite and middling group percentages 122
8. Corinthian church members of the middling group 123
9. The Athenian ephebate, 119 BC–AD 200 144

xi

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04637-5 - Corinthian Wisdom, Stoic Philosophy, and the Ancient Economy
Tomothy A. Brookins
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107046375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04637-5 - Corinthian Wisdom, Stoic Philosophy, and the Ancient Economy
Tomothy A. Brookins
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107046375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This book is a revised version of a doctoral dissertation defended at
Baylor University in February 2012. It would be impossible to estimate
how deeply indebted this project has been to the astute minds of teachers,
colleagues, scholars, and friends who have engaged with me over the
many years of its completion. Immense thanks are due professors Bruce
Longenecker andMikeal Parsons, who read or heard presented, in several
stages of production, each and every chapter of the book. Throughout my
time at Baylor they – along with Charles Talbert, Lidija Novakovic, and
the rest of the Religion faculty – served as the refining fire for all my
academic work. From Baylor’s Classics department, Jeffrey Fish was
involved from the earliest stages of the project, and proved to be a
constant source of guidance and profound encouragement along the
way. I also owe a debt of gratitude to David Armstrong from the
University of Texas–Austin, who invested an exceedingly generous
share of his time musing over earlier drafts of my thesis.
I thank my parents and grandparents for their undying support, both

spiritual and material, throughout my many years of graduate school. I am
grateful to Josh Stout, Peter Reynolds, Eric Gilchrest, and my other study-
mates in the graduate program at Baylor for their much-needed companion-
ship during some difficult years. I also thank Philip and Nicole Donnelly,
and countless others who offered me and my family warm hospitality,
spiritual nourishment, and sincere friendship during our time in Waco.
I thank my colleagues at Houston Baptist University for providing the

circumstances needed to bring this project to completion in its final
stages. Thanks must go to Neotestamentica for allowing me to incorporate
reworked material from one of my earlier articles.
Most of all I thank my wife, Mary Mac, whose contribution to my

success, happiness, and livelihood over the last ten years (spent almost
entirely in graduate school) has been inestimable. Words cannot express
the gratitude she is owed. It is to her, with great love, that this volume is
dedicated.

xiii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04637-5 - Corinthian Wisdom, Stoic Philosophy, and the Ancient Economy
Tomothy A. Brookins
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107046375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04637-5 - Corinthian Wisdom, Stoic Philosophy, and the Ancient Economy
Tomothy A. Brookins
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107046375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


ABBREVIATIONS

AE Archaiologike Ephemeris
Brev. vit. De Brevitate Vitae
Corinth VIII Corinth: The Inscriptions 1926–50. Edited by J. H. Kent.

Princeton, 1966.
D. L. Diogenes Laertius
De diff. puls. De differentia pulsuum
IGRR Inscriptiones Graecae ad res Romanas pertinentes.

Edited by R. Cagnat. 3 vols. Paris, 1906–27; repr.
Chicago, 1975.

ISmyrna Die Inschriften von Smyrna. Edited by G. Petz. Bonn,
1982–90.

IStratonikeia Die Inschriften von Stratonikeia. Edited by Sahin.
Bonn, 1981–90.

IvO Die Inscrhiften von Olympia. Edited by W. Dittenberger,
K. Purgold. Berlin, 1896.

LS Long, A. A. and D. N. Sedley, eds. The Hellenistic
Philosophers. 2 vols. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1988.

Mor. Moralia
NT New Testament
Or. Orationes
PAA Traill, John S. Persons of Ancient Athens. Vol. 7:

ERAGINOS TO EON-. Toronto: Athenians, 1998.
TAM Tituli Lyciae linguis Graeca et latina conscripti. Edited

by E. Kalinka. Vienna, 1920–44.

All other abbreviations follow the Society of Biblical Literature Handbook
of Style.

xv

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04637-5 - Corinthian Wisdom, Stoic Philosophy, and the Ancient Economy
Tomothy A. Brookins
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107046375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107046375: 


