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Hizbullah and the Politics of Remembrance

Writing the Lebanese Nation

Born out of the Israeli occupation of the South of Lebanon, the political
armed group Hizbullah is a powerful player within both Lebanon and
the wider Middle East. Understanding how Hizbullah has, since the
1980s, developed its own reading of the nature of the Lebanese state,
national identity, and historical narrative is central to grasping the
political trajectory of the country. By examining the ideological produc-
tion of Hizbullah, especially its underground newspaper al-ʿAhd, Bashir
Saade offers an account of the intellectual continuity between the early
phases of Hizbullah’s emergence onto the political stage and its present-
day organization. Saade argues here that this early intellectual activity,
involving an elaborate understanding of the past and history, had a long-
lasting impact on later cultural production, one in which the notion and
practice of resistance has been central in developing national
imaginaries.

Bashir Saade is a Teaching Fellow in Politics and International
Relations at Edinburgh University. Previously a Lecturer at the
American University of Beirut, he holds a Ph.D. in War Studies from
King’s College, University of London. He focuses on the subject of
culture and how language and symbols affect political processes.
Saade’s current research aims at proposing new perspectives on under-
standing the relations between Islamic movements and states.

www.cambridge.org/9781107101814
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10181-4 — Hizbullah and the Politics of Remembrance
Bashir Saade 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge Middle East Studies

Editorial Board

Charles Tripp (general editor)

Julia Clancy-Smith

F. Gregory Gause

Yezid Sayigh

Avi Shlaim

Judith E. Tucker

Cambridge Middle East Studies has been established to publish books on the
nineteenth- to twenty-first-centuryMiddle East andNorth Africa. The series offers
new and original interpretations of aspects of Middle Eastern societies and their
histories. To achieve disciplinary diversity, books are solicited from authors writing
in a wide range of fields including history, sociology, anthropology, political
science, and political economy. The emphasis is on producing books affording an
original approach along theoretical and empirical lines. The series is intended for
students and academics, but the more accessible and wide-ranging studies will also
appeal to the interested general reader.

Other titles in the series can be found after the index.

www.cambridge.org/9781107101814
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10181-4 — Hizbullah and the Politics of Remembrance
Bashir Saade 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Hizbullah and the Politics of
Remembrance
Writing the Lebanese Nation

Bashir Saade
University of Edinburgh

www.cambridge.org/9781107101814
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10181-4 — Hizbullah and the Politics of Remembrance
Bashir Saade 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

4843/24, 2nd Floor, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, Delhi – 110002, India
79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107101814

© Bashir Saade 2016

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2016

Printed in the United States of America by Sheridan Books, Inc.

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication Data

Saade, Bashir, 1980–
Hizbullah and the politics of remembrance : writing the Lebanese

nation / Bashir Saade, University of Edinburgh.

New York : Cambridge University Press, 2016. |

Series: Cambridge Middle East studies ; 47 | Includes bibliographical
references and index.

LCCN 2016020881 | ISBN 9781107101814 (hardback)

LCSH: Hizballah (Lebanon) | Lebanon – Politics and government –

1990– | Islam and politics – Lebanon. | Islam and state – Lebanon. |
BISAC: POLITICAL SCIENCE / Government / International.

LCC JQ1828.A98 H626424 2016 | DDC 324.25692/082–dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016020881

ISBN 978-1-107-10181-4 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of

URLs for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781107101814
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10181-4 — Hizbullah and the Politics of Remembrance
Bashir Saade 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

For Leo and Nour, who give meaning to all things.

www.cambridge.org/9781107101814
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10181-4 — Hizbullah and the Politics of Remembrance
Bashir Saade 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Figures page viii
Acknowledgments ix

Introduction 1

1. Mapping the Ground of Hizbullah’s Ideological
Production 16

2. Martyrology and Conceptions of Time in Hizbullah’s
Writing Practices 40

3. Imagining the Lebanese Christians through Writing
History 63

4. The Debt to the Left and the Enemy: The Politics of
Resistance 88

5. Confronting the State: Writing Space and Hizbullah’s
Politics of Legitimacy 111

6. Confronting the State: Between Party and Community 137

Conclusion 160

Glossary 168
Select Bibliography 169
Index 175

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781107101814
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10181-4 — Hizbullah and the Politics of Remembrance
Bashir Saade 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Figures

1. Unreleased portrait of Ahmad Qasir page 55
2. A drawing of the head of a sayyid supposed to represent any

of the sayyids who constitute Hizbullah’s legacy 56

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781107101814
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10181-4 — Hizbullah and the Politics of Remembrance
Bashir Saade 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgments

This book, based on seven years of research, has been a long time coming.
Since then the world has changed, our region has definitely changed, and
I have changed. Despite all these changes certain constants have
remained, and they are at the heart of the concerns of this book.

It is impossible to thank by name all those who were directly or indir-
ectly involved in this project or who supportedme along theway, but I will
try my best and hope that if you are not mentioned you will forgive me . . .

First, I am highly indebted to the patience of Yezid Sayigh andVivienne
Jabri for providing interesting comments and listening to my ideas and
argument that change as fast as the weather in the UK. I also want to
thank Madawi Al Rasheed and Reinoud Leenders for encouraging me to
publish my work.

I also would like to thank Aurélie Daher and Adham Saouli for the long
and still unfinished discussions we had on Hizbullah. Sharing our
research findings and our passion to understand has been a true blessing
of comradeship. I am indebted to Amal Saad-Ghorayeb for being
a devoted yet critical ear and a great inspiration and to Ibrahim
Moussawi for his priceless support in providing needed documents and
media material as well as access to various party members for interviews.
His trust and friendship has been a great push forward, especially in times
of difficulty.

For more than two years, turning the library of the German Orient
Institut in Beirut into a de facto office as I scanned through their impress-
ive integral archive of al-ʿAhdmade this project possible. More especially
I would like to thank the outstanding librarians (Martiniano Roncaglia,
and the late Dr. Wolf-Dieter) who diligently collected each issue of the
underground newspaper from the beginning of 1984 in the midst of the
civil war. I am also infinitely grateful for the assistance, support, and
friendship of OIB’s chief librarian Marcel Behrens, as well as for the
help of Ali Wehbe.

Some friends have been key to my sanity and for encouraging me to
finish. Among them are Bilal Orfali, Ahed Sboul, Charles Harb, Alain

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781107101814
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10181-4 — Hizbullah and the Politics of Remembrance
Bashir Saade 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

George, Maha Taki, Maha Ismail, and Jihad Touma. I would also like to
thank Ayman Ayoub for giving his time to travel around the beautiful
South of Lebanon, and making me discover its multifaceted sides.

This adventure would not have been possible without the initial
inspiration of Yahya Sadowski, who made me believe that academia was
my vocation early on during my undergraduate studies at the American
University of Beirut. In the same way, I will also always remember
Georges Bitar, whose humor and intellectual subtlety were a model to
emulate. I also wish to thank Ali Ghandour, whose unending love and
grace was a support throughout my studies and beyond.

The support of my family who did not stop believing in me was a huge
encouragement, especially my mother and sister. My wife Annabel has
been indispensable; her companionship, eternal uplifting smile, and posi-
tive spirits have had the most therapeutic effects, and her intellectual help
was crucial to the finalization of this draft.

This study is a tribute to all those who dedicated their lives in their fight
to regain their lands in South Lebanon. Even if it proposes to study
critically the phenomenon that is Hizbullah it respects the core legacy it
aimed to defend. In fact, I hope the ethics I try to follow to look at this
phenomenon in the most transparent and academic way can attempt to
match the ethics of those who decided to choose resistance.

x Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org/9781107101814
www.cambridge.org

