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Constitutional courts have emerged as central institutions in many advanced
democracies. This book investigates the sources and limits of judicial author-
ity, focusing on the central role of public support for judicial independence.
The empirical sections of the book illustrate the theoretical argument in an
in-depth study of the German Federal Constitutional Court, including statis-
tical analysis of judicial decisions, case studies, and interviews with judges
and legislators.

The book’s major finding is that the interests of governing majorities, pre-
vailing public opinion, and the transparency of the political environment
exert a powerful influence on judicial decisions. Judges are influenced not
only by jurisprudential considerations and their policy preferences, but also
by strategic concerns. By highlighting this dimension of constitutional review,
the book challenges the contention that high court justices are largely uncon-
strained actors, as well as the notion that constitutional courts lack democratic
legitimacy.

Georg Vanberg was educated at the College of William and Mary and at
the University of Rochester. He has taught at Florida State University, the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. His research focuses on comparative constitutional and judicial
politics as well as on coalition theory. His work has appeared in such journals
as the American Journal of Political Science, the British Journal of Political
Science, and Comparative Politics.
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Böckenförde, and Professor Hans Hugo Klein (both formerly judges of
the Bundesverfassungsgericht). I am also grateful to all the judges and
legislators who agreed to be interviewed for this project. Their names are
listed in Appendix A of Chapter 5.

For encouragement and support in what sometimes seemed to me (and
surely to them!) an interminable process, I thank our friends and especially

xi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521836476 - The Politics of Constitutional Review in Germany
Georg Vanberg
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521836476


Acknowledgments

my wife, Julia. Last, but not least, I want to express my deep gratitude and
appreciation to two people without whom this book and my occupational
choice would never have come to be. In acknowledgment of that debt, I
dedicate this book to them.

xii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521836476 - The Politics of Constitutional Review in Germany
Georg Vanberg
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521836476


Other Books in the Series (continued from p. iii)

Gary W. Cox and Jonathan N. Katz, Elbridge Gerry’s Salamander: The Electoral
Consequences of the Reapportionment Revolution

Jean Ensminger,Making a Market: The Institutional Transformation of an
African Society

David Epstein and Sharyn O’Halloran, Delegating Powers: A Transaction Cost
Politics Approach to Policy Making under Separate Powers

Kathryn Firmin-Sellers, The Transformation of Property Rights in the Gold
Coast: An Empirical Study Applying Rational Choice Theory

Clark C. Gibson, Politicians and Poachers: The Political Economy of Wildlife
Policy in Africa

Ron Harris, Industrializing English Law: Entrepreneurship and Business
Organization, 1720–1844

Anna L. Harvey, Votes without Leverage: Women in American Electoral Politics,
1920–1970

Murray Horn, The Political Economy of Public Administration: Institutional
Choice in the Public Sector

John D. Huber, Rationalizing Parliament: Legislative Institutions and Party
Politics in France

Jack Knight, Institutions and Social Conflict
Michael Laver and Kenneth Shepsle, eds., Cabinet Ministers and Parliamentary
Government

Michael Laver and Kenneth Shepsle, eds.,Making and Breaking Governments:
Cabinets and Legislatures in Parliamentary Democracies

Margaret Levi, Consent, Dissent, and Patriotism
Brian Levy and Pablo T. Spiller, eds., Regulations, Institutions, and
Commitment: Comparative Studies of Telecommunications

Leif Lewin, Ideology and Strategy: A Century of Swedish Politics
(English Edition)

Gary Libecap, Contracting for Property Rights
John Londregan, Legislative Institutions and Ideology in Chile
Arthur Lupia and Mathew D. McCubbins, The Democratic Dilemma:
Can Citizens Learn What They Need to Know?

C. Mantzavinos, Individuals, Institutions, and Markets
Mathew D. McCubbins and Terry Sullivan, eds., Congress: Structure and Policy
Gary J. Miller,Managerial Dilemmas: The Political Economy of Hierarchy
Douglass C. North, Institutions, Institutional Change, and Economic
Performance

Elinor Ostrom, Governing the Commons: The Evolution of Institutions for
Collective Action

J. Mark Ramseyer, Odd Markets in Japanese History: Law and Economic
Growth

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521836476 - The Politics of Constitutional Review in Germany
Georg Vanberg
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521836476


J. Mark Ramseyer and Frances Rosenbluth, The Politics of Oligarchy:
Institutional Choice in Imperial Japan

Jean-Laurent Rosenthal, The Fruits of Revolution: Property Rights, Litigation,
and French Agriculture, 1700–1860

Michael L. Ross, Timber Booms and Institutional Breakdown in Southeast Asia
Alastair Smith, Election Timing
David Stasavage, Public Debt and the Birth of the Democratic State: France and
Great Britain, 1688–1789

Charles Stewart III, Budget Reform Politics: The Design of the Appropriations
Process in the House of Representatives, 1865–1921

George Tsebelis and Jeannette Money, Bicameralism
Nicolas van de Walle, African Economies and the Politics of Permanent Crisis,
1979–1999

John Waterbury, Exposed to Innumerable Delusions: Public Enterprise and
State Power in Egypt, India, Mexico, and Turkey

David L. Weimer, ed., The Political Economy of Property Rights: Institutional
Change and Credibility in the Reform of Centrally Planned Economies

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521836476 - The Politics of Constitutional Review in Germany
Georg Vanberg
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521836476

