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Manfred Berg teaches history in the John F. Kennedy Institute for North 
American Studies at the Free University of Berlin.

Martin H. Geyer is a professor of history at the University of Munich.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521792665 - Two Cultures of Rights: The Quest for Inclusion and Participation in Modern
America and Germany
Edited by Manfred Berg and Martin H. Geyer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521792665
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


publications of the german historical institute
washington, d.c.

Edited by Detlef Junker
with the assistance of Daniel S. Mattern

The German Historical Institute is a center for advanced study and research
whose purpose is to provide a permanent basis for scholarly cooperation between
historians from the Federal Republic of Germany and the United States. The
Institute conducts, promotes, and supports research into both American and
German political, social, economic, and cultural history, into transatlantic migra-
tion, especially in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and into the history
of international relations, with special emphasis on the roles played by the United
States and Germany.

Recent books in the series

David E. Barclay and Elisabeth Glaser-Schmidt, editors, Transatlantic Images and
Perceptions: Germany and America since 1776

Norbert Finzsch and Dietmar Schirmer, editors, Identity and Intolerance: National-
ism, Racism, and Xenophobia in Germany and the United States

Susan Strasser, Charles McGovern, and Matthias Judt, editors, Getting and Spend-
ing: European and American Consumer Societies in the Twentieth Century

Elisabeth Glaser and Hermann Wellenreuther, editors, Bridging the Atlantic: The
Question of American Exceptionalism in Perspective

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521792665 - Two Cultures of Rights: The Quest for Inclusion and Participation in Modern
America and Germany
Edited by Manfred Berg and Martin H. Geyer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521792665
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Two Cultures of Rights
the quest for inclusion and participation in 

modern america and germany

Edited by
manfred berg

Free University of Berlin

martin h. geyer
University of Munich

GERMAN HISTORICAL INSTITUTE
Washington, D.C.

and

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521792665 - Two Cultures of Rights: The Quest for Inclusion and Participation in Modern
America and Germany
Edited by Manfred Berg and Martin H. Geyer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521792665
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


PUBLISHED BY THE PRESS SYNDICATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE

The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK
40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011-4211, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne,VIC 3207, Australia
Ruiz de Alarcón 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain

Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town 8001, South Africa

http.//www.cambridge.org

© The German Historical Institute 2002

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2002

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

Typeface Bembo 11/13 pt. System QuarkXPress [BTS]

A catalog record for this book is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Two cultures of rights : the quest for inclusion and participation in modern America and

Germany / edited by Manfred Berg, Martin H. Geyer.
p. cm. – (Publications of the German Historical Institute)

Papers of a conference held in Washington, D.C. in June 1997 and sponsored by the
German Historical Institute.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0-521-79266-5

1. Human rights – United States – Congresses. 2. Human rights – Germany –
Congresses. 3. Civil rights – United States – Congresses. 4. Civil rights – Germany –

Congresses. I. Berg, Manfred, 1959– II. Geyer, Martin H. III. Series.
JC571 .T88 2001 323¢.0943–dc21 00-064144

ISBN 0 521 79266 5 hardback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521792665 - Two Cultures of Rights: The Quest for Inclusion and Participation in Modern
America and Germany
Edited by Manfred Berg and Martin H. Geyer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521792665
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

List of Contributors page ix

Introduction Manfred Berg and Martin H. Geyer 1

part one
race, immigration, and rights

1 Asian Americans: Rights Denied and Attained 
Roger Daniels 19

2 Individual Right and Collective Interests: The NAACP and 
the American Voting Rights Discourse 
Manfred Berg 33

3 Securing Rights by Action, Securing Rights by Default:
American Jews in Historical Perspective 
Hasia R. Diner 59

4 From Civil Rights to Civic Death: Dismantling Rights in 
Nazi Germany 
Karl A. Schleunes 77

5 The Rights of Aliens in Germany and the United States 
Christian Joppke 95

part two
civil and social rights

6 “The Right to Work Is the Right to Live!” Fair Employment 
and the Quest for Social Citizenship 
Eileen Boris 121

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521792665 - Two Cultures of Rights: The Quest for Inclusion and Participation in Modern
America and Germany
Edited by Manfred Berg and Martin H. Geyer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521792665
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


7 Social Rights and Citizenship During World War II 
Martin H. Geyer 143

8 Just Desserts:Virtue, Agency, and Property in Mid-Twentieth-
Century Germany 
Michael L. Hughes 167

9 The Political Culture of Rights: Postwar Germany and 
the United States in Comparative Perspective 
Hugh Davis Graham 189

10 The Emerging Right to Information 
Margaret S. Dalton 205

part three
gender, sex, and rights

11 Feminist Movements in the United States and Germany:
A Comparative Perspective, 1848–1933 
Ann Taylor Allen 231

12 Minorities, Civil Rights, and Political Culture: Gay and 
Lesbian Rights in Germany and the United States 
Michael Dreyer 249

Index 273

viii Contents

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521792665 - Two Cultures of Rights: The Quest for Inclusion and Participation in Modern
America and Germany
Edited by Manfred Berg and Martin H. Geyer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521792665
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contributors

Ann Taylor Allen is a professor of history at the University of Louisville.

Manfred Berg teaches history in the John F. Kennedy Institute for North 
American Studies at the Free University of Berlin.

Eileen Boris is a professor of women and gender studies at the University of
Virginia.

Margaret S. Dalton is a professor of library science at the University of Alabama.

Roger Daniels is a professor of history at the University of Cincinnati.

Michael Dreyer teaches in the Political Science Department at the University of
Jena.

Hasia R. Diner is a professor of Hebrew and Judaic studies at New York 
University.

Martin H. Geyer is a professor of history at the University of Munich.

Hugh Davis Graham is a professor of history at Vanderbilt University.

Michael L. Hughes is a professor of history at Wake Forest University.

Christian Joppke is a professor of political and social sciences at the European
University Institute, Florence.

Karl A. Schleunes is a professor of history at the University of North Carolina
at Greensboro.

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521792665 - Two Cultures of Rights: The Quest for Inclusion and Participation in Modern
America and Germany
Edited by Manfred Berg and Martin H. Geyer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521792665
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

