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This work examines the contribution that international law may

make to the resolution of cultural conflicts – political disputes

between the members of different ethno-cultural groups – in

democratic States. International law recognises that persons

belonging to minorities have the right to enjoy their own culture

and peoples have the right to self-determination, without

detailing how these principles are to be put into effect. The

emergence of democracy as a legal obligation of States permits

the international community to concern itself with both the

procedure and the substance of ‘democratic’ decisions

concerning ethno-cultural groups. Democracy is not to be

understood simply as majority rule. Cultural conflicts in

democratic States must be resolved in a way that is either

acceptable or defensible and defeasible to all citizens, including

persons belonging to ethno-cultural minorities. Democracy,

Minorities and International Law examines the implications of this

recognition.
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Aärelä and Näkkäläjärvi v. Finland, Communication No. 779/1997, UN
Doc. CCPR/C/73/D/779/1997, 7 November 2001, 17, 151

Aduayom et al. v. Togo, Communications Nos. 422/1990, 423/1990 and
424/15 1990, UN Doc. CCPR/C/57/D/422/1990, 19 August 1996, 146

Altesor v. Uruguay, Communication No. 10/1977, UN Doc. CCPR/C/15/D/
10/2 1977, 19 March 1982, 140

Ballantyne and Davidson, and McIntyre v. Canada, Communication
Nos. 359/1989 and 385/1989, UN Doc. CCPR/C/47/D/359/1989, 5 May
1993, 14, 17, 108

Barzhig v. France, Communication No. 327/1988, UN Doc. CCPR/C/41/D/
327/1988, 6 May 1991, 12

Clement Boodoo v. Trinidad and Tobago, Communication No. 721/1996,
UN Doc. CCPR/C/74/D/721/1996, 2 April 2002, 14

xii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521848989 - Democracy, Minorities and International Law
Steven Wheatley
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521848989
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Bwalya v. Zambia, Communication No. 314/1988, UN Doc. CCPR/C/48/D/
314/1988, 27 July 1993, 140

Chief Bernard Ominayak and the Lubicon Lake Band v. Canada,
Communication No. 167/1984, UN Doc. CCPR/C/38/D/167/1984, 10
May11 1990, 35–6, 116

Debreczeny v. the Netherlands, Communication No. 500/1992, UN Doc.
CCPR/C/53/D/500/1992, 4 April 1995, 147

Dergachev v. Belarus, Communication No. 921/2000, UN Doc. CCPR/C/
74/D/921/2000/Rev.1, 2 April 2002, 149

Diergaardt et al. v. Namibia, Communication No. 760/1997, UN Doc.
CCPR/C/69/D/760/1996, 6 September 2000, 14, 29, 30, 30–1, 89

Gillot et al. v. France, Communication No. 932/2000, UNDoc. CCPR/C/75/
D/932/2000, 26 July 2002, 76–7, 140

H.K. v. France, Communication No. 222/1987, UNDoc. CCPR/C/37/D/222/
1987, 8 December 1989, 16, 152

Hopu and Bessert v. France, Communication No. 549/1993, UN Doc.
CCPR/C/60/D/549/1993/Rev.1, 29 December 1997, 152, 152–3

Hudoyberganova v. Uzbekistan, Communication No. 931/2000, UN Doc.
CCPR/C/82/D/931/2000, 18 January 2005, 3

Ignatane v. Latvia, Communication No. 884/1999, UN Doc. CCPR/C/72/D/
884/1999, 31 July 2001, 136, 137

Karakurt v. Austria, Communication No. 965/2000, UN Doc. CCPR/C/74/
D/965/2000, 29 April 2002, 167

Kitok v. Sweden, Communication No. 197/1985, UN Doc. CCPR/C/33/D/
197/1985, 10 August 1988, 17, 32–3
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Länsman et al. (No. 3) v. Finland, Communication No. 1023/2001, UN
Doc. CCPR/C/83/D/1023/2001, 15 April 2005, 37

Lovelace v. Canada, Human Rights Committee, Communication No. 24/
1977, UN Doc. CCPR/C/13/D/24/1977, 30 July 1981, 31–2

Mahuika et al. v. New Zealand, Communication No. 547/1993, UN
Doc. CCPR/C/70/D/547/1993, 15 November 2000, 17, 30, 31, 32,
151–2
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