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Heart: Function

Heart, fixed in diastole (anterior aspect). The ventricles are relaxed, atria
contracted.

Heart, fixed in systole (antero-lateral aspect). The ventricles are contracted,
atria dilated.
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Morphological changes during heart movements.
Note the changes in position of the valves (red arrows).

Contracted portions of heart are indicated in dark gray.
A = Diastole: muscles of the ventricles relaxed,
atrioventricular valves open, semilunar valves closed.

B = Systole: muscles of ventricles contracted,

atrioventricular valves closed, semilunar valves open.
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Heart: Function
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Coronal section through the thorax at the level of the left Coronal section through the thorax at the level of the left
ventricle in dilation (MRI scan). (Prof. Uder, Dept. of Radiology, ventricle in contraction (MRI scan). (Prof. Uder, Dept. of Radiology,

Univ. Erlangen-Nuremberg, Germany.)

Univ. Erlangen-Nuremberg, Germany.)

Coronal section through the human heart in the process Coronal section through the human heart in the process

of dilation (MRI scan). (Prof. Uder, Dept. of Radiology,
Univ. Erlangen-Nuremberg, Germany.)
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of contraction (MRI scan). (Prof. Uder, Dept. of Radiology,
Univ. Erlangen-Nuremberg, Germany.)
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