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INTRODUCTION,

Arrzr confidering the hiftoric page, and
viewing the living world with anxious foli-
citude, the moft melancholy emotions of for-
rowful indignation have deprefled my {fpirits,
and I have fighed when obliged to confefs,
that either nature has made a great difference
between man and man, or that the civilization
which has hitherto taken place in the world
has been very partial. I have turned over va-
rious books written on the fubje&t of educa-
tion, and patiently obferved the condué of
parents and the management of fchools; but
what has been the refult !—a profound con-
viction that the neglected education of my
fellow-creatures 1s the grand fource of the
mifery I deplore; and that women, in parti-
cular, are rendered weak and wretched by a
variety of concurring caufes, originating from
one hafty conclufion. The condu& and
manners of women, in fat, evidently prove

B that
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2 INTRODUCTION

that their minds are not in a healthy flate ;
for, like the flowers which are planted in
too rich a foil, firength and ufefuluefs are
facrificed to beauty; and the flaunting leaves,
after having pleafed a faftidious eye, fade,
difregarded on the ftalk, long before the fea-
fon when they ought to have arrived at ma-
turity.—One caufe of this barren blooming
I attribute to a falfe fyftem of education,
gathered from the books written on this fub=
jeét by men who, confidering females rather
as women than human creatures, have been
more anxious to make them alluring mif-
trefles than rational wives; and the under-
ftanding of the fex has been fo bubbled by
this {pecious homage, that the civilized wo-
men of the prefent century, with a few ex-
ceptions, are only anxious to infpire: love,
when they ought to cherith a nobler ambi-
tion, and by their abilities and virtues exa&
refpelt.

In a treatife, therefore, on female rights
and manners, the works which have been
particularly written for their improvement
muft not be overlooked; efpecially when it
1s aflerted, n dire&t terms, that the minds
of women are enfeebled by falfe refinement ;

4 that
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INTRODUCTION. 3

that the books of inftru&ion, written by
men of genius, have had the fame tendency
as more frivolous productions; and that, in
the true ftyle of Mahometani{m, they are
only confidered as females, and not as a
part of the human fpecies, when improvable
reafon 1s allowed to be the dignified diftinc-
tion which raifes men above the brute crea-
tion, and puts a natural fceptre in a feeble
hand.

Yet, becaufe I am a woman, I would not
lead my readers to fuppofe that I mean vioe
lently to agitate the contefted queftion re-
fpecting the equality or inferiority of the
{ex ; but as the fubje lies in my way, and
I cannot pafs it over without fubjeting the
main tendency of my reafoning to mifcon-
ftrution, I fhall ftop a moment to deliver,
in a few words, my opinion.—In the govern-
ment of the phyfical world it is obfervable
that the female, in general, is inferior to the
male. The male purfues, the female yields
—this 1s the law of nature; and it does not
appear to be {ufpended or abrogated in favour
of woman. This phyfical f{uperiority can-
not be denied—and it is a noble prerogative !
But not content with this natural pre-emi-

b 2 minence.
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4 INTRODUCTION.

minence, men endeavour to fink us fill
lower, merely to render us alluring ob-
je&ks for a moment; and women, intoxi-
cated by the adoration which men, under
the influence of their fenfes, pay them,
do not feek to obtain a durable intereft in
their hearts, or to become the friends of the
fellow creatures who find amufement in their
fociety.

I am aware of an obvious inferernce :—from
every quarter have I heard exclamations againft
mafculine women ; but where are they to be
found ? If by this appellation men mean to
inveigh againft their ardour in hunting, fthoot-
ing, and gaming, I fhall moft cordially join
i the cry 5 but if it be againft the imitation
of manly virtues, or, more properly fpeaking,
the attainment of thofe talents and virtues,
the exercife of which ennobles the human
charaer, and which raife females in the
fcale of animal being, when they are com-
prehenfively termed mankind j—all thofe who
view them with a philofophical eye muft, I
thould think, with with me, that they may
every day grow more and more mafculine.

This difcuffion naturally divides the fub-
je&. I fhall firft confider women in the

grand
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INTRODUCTION, [y

grand light of human creatures, who, in com-
mon with men, are placed on this earth to un-
fold their faculties; and afterwards I fhall
more particularly point out their peculiar
defignation.

I with alfo to fteer clear of an error which
many refpectable writers have fallen into ; for
the inftru&ion which has hither been ad-
drefled to women, has rather been applicable
to Jadies, if the little indire&t advice, that is
{cattered through Sandford and Merton, be
excepted ; but, addrefling my {fex in a firmer
tone, I pay particular attention to thofe in
the middle clafs, becaufe they appear to be
in the moft natural ftate. Perhaps the feeds
of falfe-refinement, immorality, and vanity,
have ever been fhed by the great. Weak,
artificial beings, raifed above the common
wants and affeftions of their race, in a pre-
mature unnatural manner, undermine the
very foundation of virtue, and {pread corrup-
tion through the whole mafs of fociety ! As
a clafs of mankind they have the ftrongeft
claim to pity ; the education of the rich tends
to render them vain and helplefs, and the
unfolding mind is not ftrengthened by the

B3 pradlice
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6 INTRODUZTION.

praétice of thofe duties which dignify the hu-
man chara&ter.—They only hive to amufe
themfelves, and by the fame law which in
nature invariably preduces certain effeéts, they
{oon only afford barren amufement.

But as I purpofe taking a {eparate view of
the different ranks of fociety, and of the mo-
ral charaéter of women, in each, this hint s,
for the prefent, fufficient; and I have only
alluded to the fubje&, becaufe it appears to
me to be the very eflence of an introduétion
to give a curfory account of the contents of
the work it introduees.

My own fex, I hope, will excufe me, if I
treat them like rational creatures, inftead of
flattering their fafcinating graces, and view-
jng them as if they were in a flate of perpe-
tual childhood, unable to ftand alone. I ear-
neftly with to point out in what true dignity
and human happinefs confifts—I with to per-
fuade women to endeavour to acquire firength,
both of mind and body, and to convince them
that the {oft phrafes, fufceptibility of heart,
delicacy of {entiment, and refinement of tafte,
are almoft fynonymous with epichets of weak-
nefs, and that thofe beings who are only the
objelts of pity and that kind of love, which

has
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INTRODUCTION, 7

has been termed its fifter, will foon become
objeéts of contempt.

Difmiffing then thofe pretty feminine
phrafes, which the men condefcendingly ufe
to foften our flavith dependence, and defpifing
that weak elegancy of mind, exquifite fenfi-
bility, and fweet docility of manners, {up-
pofed to be the fexual chara&eriftics of the
weaker veflel, I with to fhew that elegance
is inferior to virtue, that the firft objelt of
laudable ambition 1s to obtain a charalter as a
human being, regardlefs of the diftinétion of
fex; and that fecondary views tfhould be
brought to this fimple touchftone.

This is a rough fketch of my plan; and
fhould I exprefs my conviction with the ener-
getic emotions that I feel whenever I think of
the fubje&, the diftates of experience and re-
fleGtion will be felt by fome of my readers.
Animated by this important objeét, I fhall
difdain to cull my phrafes or polith my ftyle;
—1 aim at being ufeful, and fincerity will
render me unaffe&ted; for, withing rather to
perfuade by the force of my arguments, than
dazzle by the elegance of my language, I
thall not wafte my time in rounding periods,
nor in fabricating the turgid bombaft of arti-

B 4 ficial
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8 INTRODUCTION.

ficial feelings, which, coming from the head,
never reach the heart.—I fhall be employed
about things, not words!—and, anxious to
render my fex more refpeCtable members of
fociety, I fhall try to avoid that flowery dic-
tion which has flided from eflays into novels,
and from novels into familiar letters and
conver{ation,

Thefe pretty nothings—thefe caricatures
of the real beauty of fenfibility, dropping
glibly from the tongue, vitiate the tafte, and
create a kind of fickly delicacy that turns
away from fimple unadorned truth; and a
deluge of falfe fentiments and overftretched
feelings, flifling the natural emotions of the
heart, render the domeftic pleafures infi-
pid, that ought to {weeten the exercife of
thofe fevere duties, which educate a rational
and immortal being far a nobler field of ac-
tion.

The education of women has, of late, been
more attended to than formerly; yet they
are {till reckoned a frivolous fex, and rnidi-
culed or pitied by the writers who endeavour
by fatire or inftruétion to improve them. It
is acknowledged that they fpend many of the
firft years of their lives in acquiring a {matter-

ing
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INTRODUCTION., 9

ing of accomplithments: meanwhile ftrength
of body and mind are facrificed to libertine
notions of beauty, to the defire of eftablith-
mg themfelves,—the only way women can
rife in the world,—by marriage. And this
defire making mere animals of them, when
they marry they aé& as {fuch children may
be expeted to act:—they drefs ; they paint,
and nickname God’s creatures.—Surely thefe
weak beings are only fit for a feraglio!—
Can they govern a family, or take care of
the poor babes whom they bring into the
world ?

If then it can be fairly deduced from the
prefent condu& of the fex, from the preva-
lent fondnefs for pleafure which takes place
of ambition and thofe nobler paffions that
open and enlarge the foul ; that the inftruction
which women have received has only tended,
with the conflitution of civil fociety, to render
them infignificant obje&s of defire—mere pro-
pagators of fools !—if it can be proved that in
aiming to accomplith them, without culti-
vating their underitandings, they are taken
out of their {phere of duties, and made ridi-

culous and ufelefs when the thort-lived bloom
of
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10 INTRODUCTION,

of beauty is over *, I prefume that rational
men will excufe me for endeavouring to per-
{uade them to become more mafculine and
refpeGable.

Indeed the word mafculine isonlya bugbear:
there 1s little reafon to fear that women will
acquire too much courage or fortitude; for
their apparent inferiority with refpet to bo-
dily ftrength, muft render them, in {fome de-
gree, dependent on men in the various re-
lations of life; but why fhould it be in-
creafed by prejudices that give a fex to vir-
tue, and confound fimple truths with fenfual
reveries !

Women are, in fa&, fo much degraded
by miftaken notions of female excellence, that
1 do not mean to add a paradox when I aflert,
that this artificial weaknefs produces a propen-
fity to tyrannize, and gives birth to cunning,
the natural opponent of ftrength, which leads
them to play off’ thofe contemptible infantine
airs that undermine efteem even whilft they
excite defire. Do not fofter thefe preju-

* A lively writer, I cannot recolle& his name, atks
what bufinefs women turned of forty have to do in the
world ?

dices,
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