
Contents

List of maps page xi
Acknowledgements xii

Introduction 1

Part I: Mestizo international law 9

1 Why a global intellectual history of international
law? 13
An intellectual history: ideas to change rules 16
Seen from the peripheries 18
A mestizo international law 22
Between centre and periphery, between the

international and the local 24
The semi-peripheral finds an own voice and the core

jurist becomes anxious: the debate about
international law’s origin 30

A history of two semi-peripheral sensibilities 36

Part II: Universal international law 39

2 Appropriating classical legal thought 41
From geographical expansion to a universal

international law 43
Unequal regimes in nineteenth-century international

law 45
Semi-peripheral jurists 49
The semi-peripheral appropriation of classical

international law 51

vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76338-7 - Mestizo International Law: A Global Intellectual
History 1842–1933
Arnulf Becker Lorca
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521763387
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


viii contents

A profession beyond the West 52
Positivism 55
Absolute sovereignty 62
The standard of civilization 65
A critique of the standard 72

3 The imposition and negotiation of rules: hybridity
and functional equivalences 76
Three types of international regimes 76
The Ottoman capitulations 79
The Chinese ‘treaty port system’ 86
General treaties of peace, commerce and navigation

in Latin America 88
The Turkish, Chinese and Latin American regimes

compared 93

4 The expansion of nineteenth-century international
law as circulation 98
Inclusion of newly independent states through

recognition 101
Western expansion through the forceful opening of

weakened empires 107
Japan 108
China 114
Inclusion in the ‘family of civilized nations’ through

re-admission 118
The Ottoman Empire 120
Russia 121
The expansion of international law as circulation 128
The meaning of universality in public international

law 137

Part III: The fall of classical thought and the turn to
modern international law 141

5 Sovereignty beyond the West: the end of classical
international law 143
The limits of sovereign autonomy: Luis Drago and the

Venezuelan blockade of 1902 145
A right of intervention in the law of international

claims 149

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76338-7 - Mestizo International Law: A Global Intellectual
History 1842–1933
Arnulf Becker Lorca
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521763387
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


contents ix

Limiting the scope of intervention: no use of force to
collect public debt 152

The limits of sovereign equality: Ruy Barbosa at the
Second Hague Conference of 1907 158

A permanent international court 160
Absolute equality: a demand within classical

international law 164
Japan between the revision of unequal treaties in the

1890s and the Paris Peace Conference of 1919 168
Taxing perpetual leases: the limits of Japanese

sovereignty 171
Paris Peace Conference of 1919: no racial equality in

the League of Nations 174
The ‘arrogance’ of the newcomers 178
The Second Hague Conference: modern sovereignty 179
A new debate: the sovereign equality of

semi-peripheral states 181
Equality versus inequality 183
Equality in a new international law 187
Formalism versus pragmatism 189
Absolute versus relative equality 193
The turn to modern international law in the

semi-periphery 197

6 Modern international law: good news for the
semi-periphery? 200
The European affair and the rules for the

semi-periphery 203
A critique of sovereignty with imperialistic overtones:

Politis 208
Interdependence and social duties as new grounds for

intervention: Lapradelle and Basdevant 213

Part IV: Modern international law 221

7 Petitioning the international: a ‘pre-history’ of
self-determination 225
Petitioning at the Peace Conference, Paris, 1919 227
The reconstruction of international law in the

semi-periphery 232

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76338-7 - Mestizo International Law: A Global Intellectual
History 1842–1933
Arnulf Becker Lorca
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521763387
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


x contents

Petitioning for self-government: from Paris to Geneva,
from civilization to statehood 237

‘We have a civilization’ (rather than: ‘we have met the
standard of civilization’) 239

Change of circumstances: a new international order
after the Great War 244

Destabilizing the civilized/uncivilized divide 251
After the defeat of self-determination, statehood 258

8 Circumventing self-determination: League
membership and armed resistance 263
Membership in the League of Nations 264
Requesting admission at the First Assembly:

independence, statehood and recognition 270
Requesting admission after the First Assembly:

Ethiopia and the Six Nations 274
Acquiring statehood by force: the Syrian uprising and

the French bombardment of Damascus 287

9 Codifying American international law: statehood
and non-intervention 305
Why to codify under modern international law? 310
Codifiers at the centre and the semi-periphery: the

‘crisis of codification’ 314
State responsibility: the Hague Conference again

blocked by the semi-peripherals 317
The Guerrero report 318
The semi-peripheral challenge: Guerrero, Sipsom and

Wu 321
Codifying international law in the new world: the

long road to Montevideo 327
Pan-American codification 334
Formal statehood and declaratory recognition 337
Non-intervention 341
Montevideo, 1933 349

Conclusion 353

Appendices 356
Bibliography 363
Index 387

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76338-7 - Mestizo International Law: A Global Intellectual
History 1842–1933
Arnulf Becker Lorca
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521763387
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9780521763387: 


