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Liza Wing Man Kam

Since 1997, the once symbolic infrastructure of British imperialism has seemingly become 
eyesores of the new Hong Kong authority. In the post-colonial era, is the transformation of 
former colonial structures an act of de-colonisation, or is it the ‘début’ of neo-colonialism? 
Buried with the ruins, it is the complicated and contradictory representations of the annihilated 
colonial heritage. The Queen’s and Star Ferry Pier complex was where colonial governors dis-
embarked from the Royal yachts when they reached the colony, as well the spot that hosted 
the city’s first wave of social movement directed towards colonial suppressions in the 1970s. 
The attempt and success of the post-colonial authority to transform colonial spaces and the 
public who is reluctant to take actions when losing their ‘site of memory’ are seen as driven 
by different forms of ‘colonial legacy’. This book inspects the legacy’s texture, by disentangling 
the interrelation between material history, historiography, identity, architecture, and civic 
awareness. 

The Author: Liza Wing Man KAM, born in 1978, pursued architectural training in Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Liverpool, London, and Paris. Having gained her PhD from Bauhaus University, Weimar 
in 2013, her research interests include colonial architecture/society/cultural diaspora/food.
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Printed with support of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD).

Cover photo: Photo of the annihilated: The post-colonial government‘s intention to remo-
ve the colonial structure has drawn attention of the initially ignorant public to start re-
flecting on Hong Kong‘s past, present and the future through looking at these structures.
Special gratitude to the independent photographer, Mr Tse Pak Chai.
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