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Preface

European merger control is among the most complex areas of competition law.
The rapid pace of development in this area presents a further challenge: legislation
and guidance documents are frequently issued and updated, and the formidable
body of Court and Commission case-law continues to grow at a daunting rate.

This book provides a comprehensive treatment of European merger control law
and procedure. It adopts an integrated approach that embraces both the law and
economics of merger control which is necessary in order to capture the ever
increasing importance of the effects-based analysis carried out by the Commission.

We have endeavored to ensure that the book is up-to-date to 1 March 2010. It
thus reflects in particular the new numbering of the Treaty on the functioning of
the European Union. The authors wish to acknowledge with appreciation the
assistance that we received from Daniel Francis and Alexandros Papanikolaou.
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